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SECRET BUCHAREST 1254 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PINS, PINT, ACOM, RO 

SUB J : SPATARU DELEGATION: VIP SPECIAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

MOBILE GROUND COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK; AND ANTI- 
TERRORIST DETECTION EQUIPMENT 

REF: STATE 026972, STATE 026506 

1 . SUMMARY: SPATARU INDICATES THAT GOR IS PREPARED 

TO MOVE AHEAD ON VIP PACKAGE AND HAS SET UP INTERNAL GOVERN- 
MENTAL STRUCTURE TO NEGOTIATE WITH SUPPLIERS. IN VIEW OF 
GOR ATTITUDE, EMBASSY RECOMMENDS CONTINUATION OF UNIFIED 
USG COORDINATION DURING SECOND AND CRUCIAL STAGE OF THIS 
UNDERTAKING. END SUMMARY. 

2. EMBOFFS MET MARCH 9 WITH SPATARU, STEFANESCU AND DIMITRIU 
TO DEBRIEF GROUP ON OUTCOME OF GOR DELEGATION'S VISIT AT 
DEPARTMENT AND US ELECTRONICS FIRMS. SPATARU WAS EFFUSIVE 
IN THANKS AND PRAISE OF DR. GANLEY’S CONSIDERABLE EFFORTS 

TO ARRANGE HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL PROGRAM. HE EXPLAINED THAT 
DELAY IN MEETING WITH EMBASSY STEMMED FROM NEED TO AWAIT 
CEAUSESCU'S REVIEW OF DELEGATION S ACTIVITIES. THE PRESIDENT 
REPORTEDLY WAS FAVORABLY IMPRESSED AND HAD GIVEN GREEN LIGHT 
TO PROCEED WITH PLANS. 

3. VIP AIRCRAFT COMMUNICATIONS: FROM SPAT ARU'S DESCRIPTION 
ROMANIANS ARE TEMPTED TO SPLIT THE AIRCRAFT COMMUNICATIONS 
PACKAGE BETWEEN SUPPLIERS. FOR EXAMPLE, THOUGH FINAL DECISIONS 
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HAVE NOT BEEN REACHED, SPATARU CONFIRMED PREFERENCE FOR COLLINS 
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FOR MUCH OF ON BOARD EQUIPMENT, E-SYSTEMS FOR AIRCRAFT MODIFICA- 
TION WORK, AND HARRIS AND SYL VANIA FOR SPECIALISED COMPONENTS. 

THIS COULD, OF COURSE, REPRESENT SOME COMPETITIVE JOCKEYING 
FOR WHICH ROMANIANS HAVE A CERTAIN REPUTATION AND IT COULD ALSO 
SIMPLY REFLECT GOR REQUIREMENT TO HAVE AT LEAST TWO BIDDERS, 

POINT MADE TO US BY SPATARU. ON OTHER HAND IT WOULD FIT 
ROMANIAN COMMERCIAL PATTERN. 

4. RECOGNIZING COMPLEXITIES OF COORDINATION AND LIAISON 

ON BOTH SIDES, SPATARU SAID A GENERAL MANAGER WOULD BE APPOINTED 
TO COORDINATE ACTIVITIES IN BUCHAREST AND CONTINUE TO FEED 
REQUESTS AND DECISIONS TO ROMANIAN COMMISSION FOR SPACE ACTIVITIES 
(RSCA) FOR TRANSMITTAL THROUGH AMERICAN EMBASSY SO LONG AS 
APPROPRIATE. AMBASSADOR BOGDAN WOULD BE KEPT INFORMED 
IN WASHINGTON BUT WOULD REFRAIN FROM CONTACTS WITH FIRMS. 

5. MOBILE GROUND COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK. SPATARU NOTED THAT 
ADVNACED STATE OF US TECHNOLOGY IMPLIED COMPLETE RE-EVALUATION 
OF GOR'S PREPARATORY STUDY ALREADY COMPLETED FOR SITING OF 
EIGHTY GROUND STATIONS. GOR DOES HOPE FOR A NETWORK THAT CAN 
BE EXPANDED AND REMAIN SERVICEABLE FOR SEVERAL DECADES. 
MOTOROLA HAS MADE INITIAL OFFER, WHICH SPATARU TERMED EXTREMELY 
EXPENSIVE, AND IS EXPECTED TO GIVE REVISED OFFER WITHIN NEXT 
WEEK. EQUIPMENT OFFERED BY G.E. LESS ATTRACTIVE TO GOR, 

BUT BID NEVERTHELESS SOLICITED. A TEAM FROM MOTOROLA IS 
EXPECTED TO VISIT BUCHAREST IN ABOUT TEN DAYS TO NEGOTIATE 
WITH MR. BEDREAG IN CONTRANSIMEX, THE FTO OF MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT 
ATION AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS. DEPUTY MINISTER AIRINEI WILL 
ASSUME MANAGEMENT TO COORDINATE INTERESTS OF FTO, MINISTRY, 

AND MINISTERIAL R&D INSTITUTE INVOLVED IN PROJECT. 

6. ANTI-TERRORIST DETECTION EQUIPMENT. GENERAL DIACONESCU 
REPORTED PLEASED WITH ALL ASPECTS OF VISIT. HE EXPECTS TO 
MAINTAIN DIRECT CONTACT WITH FIRMS INVOLVED. DCM ASKED TO 
MEET WITH DIACONESCU AND DISCUSS WAYS EMBASSY MAY BE OF 
FURTHER HELP. SPATARU SIDESTEPPED INVITATION WITH COUNTER- 
PROPOSAL THAT DIACONESCU NOTIFY EMBASSY "IF ANY PROBLEMS ARISE". 
EMBASSY WILL RAISE ISSUE AGAIN IN TERMS EXPRESSED IN STATE 
026506. 
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7. ACTION REQUESTED: WE ARE EXCEPTIONALLY IMPRESSED BY 
QUALITY AND EXHAUSTIVENESS OF PROGRAM ARRANGED FOR SPATARU 
AND BY CLOSE COORDINATION OF EXECUTIVE BRANCH ACTIONS UP TO 
NOW. WE ARE MOST ANXIOUS TO SEE THAT COORDINATION CONTINUE 
RIGHT THROUGH EXPORT LICENSING OF PACKAGE(S) SELECTED BY GOR. 

IN VIEW OF POSSIBLE GOR SELECTION OF MULTIPLE SUPPLIERS, WE 
WOULD HOPE THAT THERE WILL CONTINUE TO BE ONE CHANNEL THROUGH 
WHICH COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN USG AND US FIRMS ARE FUNNELED 
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AND THROUGH WHICH ALL EXPORT LICENSE APPLICATIONS CAN BE 
COLLECTED FOR UNIFIED INTER-AGENCY CONSIDERATION. WE WOULD 
ALSO APPRECIATE GUIDANCE WHETHER EVENTUAL GOR DECISION TO 
SPLIT VIP PACKAGE INTO COMMUNICATIONS AND AIRCRAFT MODIFICATION 
COMPONENTS WOULD POSE MAJOR PROBLEMS FROM POLICY STANDPOINT. 

8. ILLUSTRATIVE OF OPERATIONAL QUESTIONS WE ANTICIPATE 
ARE TWO BROACHED BY SPATARU CONCERNING WHICH WE SEEK 
DEPARTMENTAL RESPONSES: 

A. WHEN MIGHT GOR KNOW WHETHER SYL VANIA MARK I WILL 
BE AVAILABLE COMMERCIALLY? IS IT ANTICIPATED THAT 
DECISION ON COMMERCIAL AVAILABILITY LIKELY TO BE 
DEFERRED SO LONG THAT GOR WOULD BE ADVISED TO FORMULATE 
ITS PLANS ON ASSUMPTION THAT MARK I WILL NOT BE 
LICENSABLE? 

B. WHAT IS LICENSING STATUS OF TWO MOTOROLA SINGLE SIDE 
BAND HIGH-FREQUENCY TRANSCEIVERS? SPATARU MENTIONED 
THAT HIS DELEGATION HAD LEFT MONEY WITH ROMANIAN EMBASSY 
OFFICER PETRESCU FOR PURCHASE OF THIS EQUIPMENT WHEN 
LICENSE APPROVED, BUT THAT APPROVAL NOT FORTHCOMING. 

BARNES 
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